
Imagine… 
…what a Master of Arts in Teaching and Learning can do  
for your career and your life.
Imagine. In less than a year, you can complete your Master of Arts in Teaching 
and Learning (MATL) from Nova Southeastern University. Through this practical, 
affordable program, you can attend online classes anywhere you have access 
to the Internet, at convenient class times with no campus commutes. You can 
advance your career through a degree program designed for busy K–12 teachers 
who want to improve their daily teaching techniques. 

Through the MATL program, you will have the opportunity to choose from four 
specializations to focus your study and build your unique career path:

• �Elementary Reading for a focus on reading foundations and interventions.

• �Elementary Mathematics for a concentration on essential strategies  
and skill development.

• Curriculum and Instruction for the investigation of instructional models.

• �K–12 Technology Integration for an exploration of how technology  
can enhance student learning.

Imagine… greater respect, increased leadership abilities, and a higher  
salary potential. 

Imagine… having the skills and understanding to increase student achievement. 

Imagine… taking control of your career and your future, while fitting it all into  
life on your terms.

Nova Southeastern University 

is regionally accredited by  

the Commission on Colleges  

of the Southern Association of  

Colleges and Schools
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Leadership in Distance Learning

Since starting its first distance learning program in 1972, Nova Southeastern 
University has distinguished itself in the field. In the past nine years alone, over 
6,000 educators have graduated from the MATL program.

Renowned for innovation and quality in both traditional and distance learning, 
Nova Southeastern University is the largest independent institution of higher 
education in the Southeastern United States and the sixth largest not-for-profit 
independent institution in the nation.

The foundation for the MATL 
degree program is our Best 
Practices in Teaching Model.

Introduce
	 a concept and discuss the 

research and rationale related 
to standards-based learning

Demonstrate
	 how to use the concept 

through effective teaching  
and learning strategies

Collaborate
	 about the concept and  

create an instructional model 
for classroom implementation

Reflect
	 on how the concept and 

instructional model meet the 
needs of individual students 

Apply
	 the concept and instructional 

model to help students meet 
curriculum goals and standards

Assess
	 the effectiveness of the 

concept and model by 
analyzing the quality of the 
students’ work

Follow up
	 with a coaching process 

that provides teachers with 
support for implementing new 
concepts and instructional 
models in the classroom 

1

"I liked the idea of being able to complete my degree in less than a year, whereas most other programs tended to 
take up almost two years! I was very impressed with the professionalism displayed by both the faculty and staff. I 
would strongly recommend the MATL program for any teacher who is searching for a ‘teacher friendly’ master’s 
program that will definitely benefit both them and their students in the classroom.”

Michael Styer 
Class of 2003 

Waldo, OH
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Program Design & Materials

Program Design

The MATL degree program is composed of five integrated 
curricular blocks, each consisting of six graduate credit 
hours. Each block contains multi-dimensional modules 
that cover specific academic subject areas. Course concepts 
are reinforced by combining peer interaction, best practice 
videos, and active applications in a problem-based 
learning framework. Video and online distance education 
technologies are used to create a productive and enriching 
educational experience.

Personal Attention

Nova Southeastern University faculty who specialize in the 
curriculum for each block will interact with you to answer 
questions, discuss concerns, provide feedback on class 
assignments, and evaluate coursework.

Learn from the Experts

Renowned educational researchers, authors, and theorists 
share their insights, discuss best practices, and disclose 
research from the field.

Video-Enhanced Demonstrations

Through video technology, “you are there” as expert 
teachers and administrators demonstrate how to apply 
theory in the classroom. 

Peer Interaction

Opportunities to collaborate with fellow educators gives you 
an immediate source of feedback on assignments, helping to 
increase your level of success in a distance learning setting.

Immediate Classroom Impact

Each block provides practical classroom applications that 
give you the opportunity to employ the strategies you  
have learned.

Interactive Learning

The MATL degree program uses WebCT, a state-of-the-art 
e-learning system, that offers a wide array of tools to make 
your distance learning experience convenient and enjoyable. 
This technology allows you to submit assignments quickly 
and easily, to view grades, and to communicate with 
your professors and fellow students, all in one centralized 
location — your virtual classroom.

Program Materials

All materials provided throughout the MATL degree 
program are yours to keep, allowing you to build a 
personal resource library of instructional methodologies 
and practical applications. The program uses several types 
of program materials to provide a far-reaching educational 
experience, including:

Instructional DVDs—Most instructional blocks include 
DVDs. Each DVD comprises modules featuring 
nationally recognized experts who provide the theoretical 
underpinnings of best practices in teaching and learning 
through classroom demonstration of instructional 
strategies.

Textbooks and Key Readings—Specially selected texts 
and journal articles provide key readings that dovetail 
effectively with other program materials.

The Five Propositions of Accomplished Teaching

The MATL degree program addresses the five core 
propositions of the National Board for Professional 
Teaching Standards (NBPTS).

1. Commitment to students and learning

2. �Knowledge of subject area and how to teach it

3. �Management and monitoring of student learning

4. Reflection on teaching practice

5. Membership in learning communities
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Program Goals

These following goals drive the content of the MATL 
degree program and help you bridge the gap between 
what you learn about education and how you apply that 
knowledge in your classroom.

	 •  �Enable licensed teachers to become teacher leaders  
in their school to affect positive change.

	 •  �Enable educators to develop the skills and 
dispositions of a master teacher.

	 •  �Provide teachers with the tools and techniques to 
create enriching and engaging learning experiences so 
that all students have opportunities for success and 
greater academic achievement.

Program Format

The MATL degree program is a 30-credit-hour  
sequential curriculum that can be completed in less than 
a year. There are five blocks – one 10-week block in April, 
one seven-week summer block, and three eight-week blocks. 
Courses are configured in five 6-credit-hour blocks. You will 
declare a specialization upon applying to the program. This 
specialization may not be changed once declared.

Schedule

Enrollment is open with a new program sequence 
beginning five times each year—January, April, June, 
August, and October—with time off during the year 
(different depending on start date) to enjoy vacation  
and personal time.

Curriculum Design

The curriculum fosters participation, analysis, and 
reflection—all in an effort to help you improve your 
professional teaching skills. The MATL degree program 
employs an interactive mix of text, best practice strategy 
videos, and Web-based interaction to deliver an intensive, 
quality-driven learning experience.

The MATL degree program provides classroom-based 
strategies and skills that have been tested in the field.  
The end product is that you will be able to apply your  
skills immediately and will be empowered to get results  
in the classroom.

Specializations

Nova Southeastern University offers you the opportunity 
to earn a specialization in Curriculum and Instruction, 
Elementary Reading, Elementary Math, or K–12 
Technology Integration.

Curriculum

Listed below are the course blocks that comprise the  
four specializations for the Master of Arts in Teaching  
and Learning degree program. 

Curriculum and Instruction Specialization 

Block 1	 Classroom and Instructional	 EDUC610 
	 Management
Block 2	 Action Research in Practice—	 EDUC630 
	 Curriculum and Instruction	
Block 3	 Cognitive Curricula	 EDUC640
Block 4	 Instructional Models and Technology	 EDUC650
Block 5	 Instruction and Assessment for	 EDUC620 
	 Diverse Classrooms

Elementary Reading Specialization 

Block 1	 Classroom and Instructional	 EDUC610 
	 Management
Block 2	 Action Research in Practice—	 EDUC661 
	 Reading
Block 3	 Reading Foundations and	 EDUC660 
	 Instructional Interventions
Block 4	 Language, Learning, and	 EDUC662 
	 Technology Across the Curriculum
Block 5 	 Instruction and Assessment for 	 EDUC620 
	 Diverse Classrooms

Elementary Math Specialization

Block 1	 Classroom and Instructional	 EDUC610 
	 Management
Block 2	 Action Research in Practice—Math	 EDUC671
Block 3	 Teaching and Assessing Math 	 EDUC670 
	 through Technology
Block 4	 Best Practices for Teaching 	 EDUC672 
	 Math Across the Curriculum
Block 5 	 Instruction and Assessment for 	 EDUC620 
	 Diverse Classrooms

K–12 Technology Integration Specialization

Block 1	 Classroom and Instructional	 EDUC610 
	 Management
Block 2	 Action Research in Practice—	 EDUC681 
	 Technology	
Block 3 	 Computer Applications and 	 EDUC680
	 Technology Across the Curriculum
Block 4 	 Orchestrating Your Classroom	 EDUC682
	 with Technology
Block 5 	 Instruction and Assessment for 	 EDUC620 
	 Diverse Classrooms
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BLOCK DESCRIPTIONS

Each specialization consists of two core blocks—Classroom 
and Instructional Management plus Instruction and 
Assessment for Diverse Classrooms—in addition to three 
blocks that cover your chosen specialized area.

Due to the integration of the curriculum materials, once 
you have declared a specialization, you cannot switch from 
one specialization to another.

EDU5000 Master’s Program Orientation

This orientation to university resources provides an 
overview of all the tools available for students enrolled in 
a Nova Southeastern University advanced degree program. 
You will receive training on the course management system, 
the electronic library, and online research tools. There is no 
additional fee for this course and completion of the course 
is required for graduation.

Core Curriculum Blocks

EDUC610  �Classroom and Instructional Management 
(6 credit hours)

Instructional Strand 1:  �Active Learning:  
Theory into Practice

Instructional Strand 2:  Classroom Management

Energize your teaching and motivate your students. Learn 
instructional concepts and teaching techniques that will help 
you manage today’s interactive classroom. Develop proactive 
management strategies such as conflict resolution and peer 
mediation to increase on-task behavior and promote active 
learning. Challenge your students by designing engaging 
lessons to meet their social and academic needs.

EDUC620  �Instruction and Assessment for Diverse 
Classrooms (6 credit hours)

Instructional Strand 1:  �Integrated Assessment for 
Standards-Based Curricula

Instructional Strand 2:  �Instructional Strategies for  
the Inclusive Classroom

Examine the impact of federal, state, and local regulations 
and policies on inclusive educational programs. Learn how 
to integrate curriculum, instruction, and assessment to meet 
the diverse needs of your students. Develop a repertoire of 
assessment strategies to evaluate your students’ learning and 
growth utilizing standardized tests, teacher-created tests, 
portfolio assessment, and performance tasks.

Curriculum and Instruction Specialization Blocks

EDUC630  �Action Research in Practice—Curriculum and 
Instruction* (6 credit hours)

Instructional Strand 1:  �Professional Inquiry:  
Teacher as Researcher

Instructional Strand 2:  �Reflective Practice through  
the Portfolio Process

Experience the art and science of action research while  
you develop the tools of reflective inquiry and collaborative 
practice. You will engage in analysis of current classroom 
issues and challenges to explore and practice action  
research methods as a logical extension of classroom 
instruction. Integral to this process will be the development 
of an Action Research Project focused on a curriculum  
and instruction topic area and the creation of a  
cumulative professional portfolio that demonstrates  
your professional growth.

* �Participants initiate an Action Research Project. Conferral of degree is  
contingent on successful completion of the Action Research Project and  
the Professional Portfolio in the fifth block.

EDUC640  Cognitive Curricula (6 credit hours)

Instructional Strand 1:  �Cognitive Curriculum:  
Teaching for Intelligence

Instructional Strand 2:  �Modes of Inquiry:  
Models for Learning

A coherent and connected curriculum fosters the transfer 
of learning from an original setting to new and novel 
situations. Learn to stimulate the minds of your students  
by using authentic curriculum models that connect ideas 
across the content and bring the real world into the 
classroom. You will create learning experiences that  
promote your students’ creative and critical thinking  
and problem-solving skills.

EDUC650  �Instructional Models and Technology 
(6 credit hours)

Instructional Strand 1:  Models of Teaching

Instructional Strand 2:  �Classroom Technology:  
A Cyber Project Approach

A repertoire of teaching strategies integrated with 
technology solutions opens the door for your students  
to a new world of people, places, and ideas. Learn  
how to identify, evaluate, integrate, and implement  
models of teaching. Discover how to select technology  
tools that are appropriate to specific models of  
teaching. Foster creativity, problem-solving, and  
research skills to increase student motivation and 
achievement.
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Elementary Reading Specialization Blocks

EDUC660  �Reading Foundations and Instructional 
Interventions (6 credit hours)

Instructional Strand 1:  �Teaching Reading and Language 
Arts in the Elementary Classroom

Instructional Strand 2:  �Reading Assessment and  
Instruction for Teachers

Reading is the foundation for every other subject. As a 
teacher, you need to have many tools at your disposal 
to enable your students to be successful readers. Explore 
a wide array of methods, materials and strategies that 
help students learn to read. Learn how to instruct your 
students in phonics and phonemic awareness, and how to 
build beginning readers print and alphabetic awareness. 
Vocabulary development, methods of reading instruction, 
and strategies for building reading comprehension are also 
part of this dynamic block.

EDUC661  �Action Research in Practice—Reading* 
(6 credit hours)

Instructional Strand 1:  �Professional Inquiry:  
Teacher as Researcher

Instructional Strand 2:  �Reflective Practice  
through the Portfolio Process

Experience the art and science of action research while you 
develop the tools of reflective inquiry and collaborative 
practice. You will engage in analysis of current classroom 
issues and challenges related to reading to explore and 
practice action research methods as a logical extension of 
classroom instruction. Integral to this process will be the 
development of an Action Research Project focused on a 
reading topic and the creation of a cumulative professional 
portfolio that demonstrates your professional growth.

* �Participants initiate an Action Research Project. Conferral of degree is 
contingent on successful completion of the Action Research Project and the 
Professional Portfolio in the fifth block.

EDUC662  �Language, Learning, and Technology Across  
the Curriculum (6 credit hours)

Instructional Strand 1:  �Reading and Language  
Arts Across the Curriculum

Instructional Strand 2:  Language, Learning, and Technology

Develop literacy by infusing thinking and process skills with 
technology across the curriculum. Learn how to integrate 
reading, writing, and technology into everyday lessons that 
will motivate your students. Explore how to structure your 
classroom environment to better promote content area 
reading skills. Gain critical knowledge in using learning as 
a way to develop reading abilities. Learn to assess students’ 
reading progress effectively.

Learn to stimulate  
     the minds of your students

UVUCOJO
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Elementary Math Specialization Blocks

EDUC670  �Teaching and Assessing Mathematics through 
Technology (6 credit hours)

Instructional Strand 1:  �Elementary Mathematics Methods 
and Strategies for Assessment

Instructional Strand 2:  �Computer Applications and  
Technology for Teaching 
Mathematics

Technology can be a powerful tool for teaching math, 
even to the most reluctant student. You will have  
the opportunity to reflect on your current math 
instruction and learn new strategies for enhancing 
concept development and computation, including  
the application of technology. Learn new techniques  
for teaching basic math skills and diagnosing skill  
level development.

EDUC671  �Action Research in Practice—Math* 
(6 credit hours)

Instructional Strand 1:  �Professional Inquiry:  
Teacher as Researcher

Instructional Strand 2:  �Reflective Practice  
through the Portfolio Process

Experience the art and science of action research 
while you develop the tools of reflective inquiry and 
collaborative practice. You will engage in analysis of 
current classroom issues and challenges related to math 
to explore and practice action research methods as a 
logical extension of classroom instruction. Integral 
to this process will be the development of an Action 
Research Project focused on a math topic and the 
creation of a cumulative professional portfolio that 
demonstrates your professional growth.

* �Participants initiate an Action Research Project. Conferral of degree is 
contingent on successful completion of the Action Research Project and the 
Professional Portfolio in the fifth block.

EDUC672  �Best Practices for Teaching Mathematics 
Across the Curriculum (6 credit hours)

Instructional Strand 1:  �Brain-Compatible Strategies for  
the Mathematics Classroom

Instructional Strand 2:  �Integrating Mathematics 
throughout the Curriculum

Develop instructional activities in math that inspire 
learning in all students. Using research-based best 
practices, learn how to encourage logical-mathematical 
thinking and integrate math across your curriculum. 
Explore the connection of course content to learning 
standards. Learn how to blend brain-compatible  
teaching techniques and thematic teaching with your 
daily math instruction.

K–12 Technology Integration Specialization Blocks

EDUC680  �Computer Applications and Technology 
Across the Curriculum (6 credit hours)

Instructional Strand 1:  �Using Technology to  
Enhance Student Learning

Instructional Strand 2:  �Using the Internet to  
Energize Your Teaching

Teaching technology as a separate subject does not prepare 
students for the reality of the technological world around 
them. Learn how to integrate technological resources into 
specific content areas. Explore basic software, media tools, 
and emerging technology, and learn how to infuse the 
Internet into your lessons. 

EDUC681  �Action Research in Practice—Technology*  
(6 credit hours)

Instructional Strand 1:  �Professional Inquiry:  
Teacher as Researcher

Instructional Strand 2:  �Reflective Practice  
through the Portfolio Process

Experience the art and science of action research 
while you develop the tools of reflective inquiry and 
collaborative practice. You will engage in analysis of 
current classroom issues and challenges related to 
integrating technology to explore and practice action 
research methods as a logical extension of classroom 
instruction. Integral to this process will be the 
development of an Action Research Project focused on 
a technology integration topic and the creation of a 
cumulative professional portfolio that demonstrates your 
professional growth.

* �Participants initiate an Action Research Project. Conferral of degree is 
contingent on successful completion of the Action Research Project and the 
Professional Portfolio in the fifth block.

EDUC682  �Orchestrating Your Classroom with 
Technology (6 credit hours)

Instructional Strand 1:  �Exploring Multimedia Tools  
for the Classroom

Instructional Strand 2:  �Technology for the Management 
and Assessment Process 

Develop skills in using hypermedia and multimedia 
in your classroom, and learn how they can be used to 
motivate and support the learning of your students. Plan, 
design, and develop multimedia projects and integrate 
them into your everyday teaching.
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Program Information

Instructors
Instructors at the Fischler School of Education and 
Human Services have expertise in the particular curriculum 
block to which they are assigned, as well as classroom 
teaching experience. It is likely that you will have different 
instructors for each academic theme.

NSU Electronic Library
Participants in the MATL degree program can search online 
for listings of books, periodicals, and other items available 
in the NSU libraries. Electronic databases and online 
journals, newspapers, and selected Internet sites  
are available online.

Student Services Team
Each participant in the MATL degree program has access to 
a student services team comprised of an academic advisor, 
admissions counselor, and a registration consultant. During 
the program, all can be reached at the same  
toll-free number. 

Study Groups
The sharing of ideas and experiences with professional 
colleagues enriches the learning process and is encouraged 
for participants in the MATL degree program. You may 
partner with a colleague, or NSU will place you in a  
cohort of fellow students.

Admission Requirements
1. Bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution
2. �Cumulative GPA of at least 2.5 on a 4.0 scale 

(Probationary admission status may be granted  
to applicants with an undergraduate cumulative  
GPA of less than 2.5)

3. �Applicants must be licensed or certified  
practicing teachers

International students must submit credentials and transcripts 
to an independent agency for review.

Technology Requirements
Applicants to the program need a valid email address and 
access to the Internet. Once provisionally admitted into 
the program, you will be assigned an NSU ID and be 
required to open an NSU e-mail account. Both will be 
needed to access your WebCT classroom, the Electronic 
Library, and other services. During the program, you will 
need access to a computer with a 56.6K modem (DSL 
or cable modem recommended) and an Internet Service 
Provider, as well as a DVD player.

Transfer of Credit
The sequential nature of the MATL curriculum does not 
allow for transfer of credit from other graduate programs. 

Grading
Grades for each instructional block are based on the 
completion of course assignments, weekly contacts, and 
regular participation in all aspects of the course. You must 
maintain a minimum grade point average of 3.0 (B) for 
retention in the program. For specific information regarding 
assessment and evaluation, please refer to the block syllabus 
and rubrics.

Graduation Requirements
1. �Completion of all coursework including completion  

of the orientation course EDU5000
2. Cumulative 3.0 GPA for program
3. �Submission of an Action Research Project and a 

completed Professional Portfolio
4. �Complete an application for degree and payment of 

graduation fee

Tuition and Fees
Tuition for the MATL degree program is charged per 
credit hour along with a materials fee for each block and 
additional university-related fees. A listing of current tuition 
and fees is enclosed.

Guaranteed Tuition
If you complete the MATL degree program in five sequential 
blocks, tuition is guaranteed not to increase during your 
program. Nontuition fees are subject to change without notice. 
Please note that your tuition rate is not locked until you enroll 
in the program and is based on the rate current at that time.

Refund Policy 
Participants who cancel their registration in writing before 
the start of the program are entitled to a full tuition refund. 
Application fees are not refundable. After the first day of 
class, participants who withdraw will receive a prorated 
refund of tuition. Materials fees may be refundable if 
program materials are returned unused in the original 
packaging with the proper return authorization tags.

Financial Aid
Nova Southeastern University’s Office of Student Financial 
Assistance administers federal, state, institutional, and 
private financial aid programs. For assistance with financial 
aid, contact the Financial Aid Office at 800-806-3680. 
MATL applicants seeking federal financial assistance need 
to fill out the university’s Application for Student Aid, 
which can be downloaded at www.nova.edu/cwis/finaid/, 
and need to fill out a FAFSA form at www.fafsa.ed.gov. 
Nova Southeastern University’s Federal School Code is 001509.
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Application for Admission

This information packet contains the materials necessary 
to begin your application process. To register for the 
first block, you need to be provisionally admitted by the 
University. Provisional admission is granted on a review of 
unofficial transcripts or other specific program admissions 
requirements. However, this admission includes a condition 
that final and official documents and requirements must be 
received within 90 calendar days from the start of the term. 
If these final and official documents and/or requirements 
are not received by that time, further registration will  
be prohibited. 

Financial aid will not be disbursed to any student until 
he or she has been fully admitted as a regular student 
(all admission requirements have been approved by the 
admissions office).

Preliminary Application File Requirements
You must meet these requirements to be eligible to register 
for the first term.

1. A completed application form
2. �An unofficial copy of your undergraduate transcript 

showing the date your degree was conferred, your 
cumulative GPA (2.5 or higher), your identification, and 
the institution's identification

3. �A copy of your valid teaching certificate or teaching license

Send preliminary application documents to:

MATL Program Office
1900 East Lake Avenue, B145C
Glenview, IL 60025
Fax: 847.486.3137

Full Admission Application Requirements
In addition to the preliminary application file  
requirements, you must submit official transcripts from 
all institutions you have attended since high school. Send 
official transcripts to:

Nova Southeastern University
Enrollment Processing Center (EPS)
Attn: �Fischler School of Education  

and Human Services
3301 College Avenue
P.O. Box 299000
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33329-9905

The MATL program is designed to provide licensed 
practicing teachers with strategies to enhance and expand 
their teaching skills. The program is not designed to lead  
to initial certification or licensure.

About Nova Southeastern University

Nova Southeastern University, founded in Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida in 1964, is the 6th largest independent university in 
the country and is a pioneer of nontraditional approaches 
to high-quality education. Nova Southeastern University 
has also been included on Princeton Review’s list of The 
Best Distance Learning Graduate Schools.

MATL Program Office
1900 East Lake Avenue, B145C
Glenview, IL 60025

Nova Southeastern University
Fischler School of Education and Human Services
1750 NE 167th Street
North Miami Beach, FL 33162

Accreditation: Nova Southeastern University is accredited 
by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools (1866 Southern Lane, 
Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097; phone 404-679-4501) 
to award bachelor’s, master’s, educational specialist, and 
doctoral degrees.

Nondiscriminatory Practices: Nova Southeastern University 
admits students of any race, color, and national or ethnic origin.
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